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*Commissioned by Susanna Loewy for the 2017 Pikes Falls Chamber Music
Festival

Duration: ca. 17-18 min

List of Instruments: Flute (doubles Alto Flute), Oboe (doubles English Horn),
Bassoon, Violin 1, Violin 2, Viola 1, Viola 2, Violoncello

Movements:

I.  Boreal Dusk

. The Ascent

lll. Birdsong Counterpoint

IV. Nocturne in the Wilderness
V. Tear of the Clouds

About this piece:

Beginning in 2016, after living in the barley controlled chaos of New York
City for three years, | discovered a beautifully pure, undisturbed, and
relatively under-explored world in the mountains of New England and
Upstate New York, or what | generally refer to as “the North Country.” After
many days of solitary travel through high elevation alpine zones, rugged
trails, and old-growth stands of a vast fir-spruce forest, | conceived of a
pastoral tone poem that attempts to evoke this imposing landscape that is
both physically unforgiving and spiritually satisfying. Each section attempts
to capture a different aspect of my experience there: Boreal Dusk is that
magical and mysterious moment on the cusp of darkness when you’re alone
in the wilderness, far from civilization; The Ascent is a musical journey up a
brutally rugged trail to the summit of a 5,000 ft. peak in the White
Mountains; Birdsong Counterpoint, although not including any actual
birdsongs, attempts to recreate the gently uncoordinated rhythmic
twangling of an almost surreal avian choir that surrounded me on top of
Grace Peak in the Adirondacks; Nocturne in the Wilderness is a meditation
on the infinity of Balsam firs that carpet the world when viewed from the
summit of Mount Stratton in southern Vermont, the same view that gave
Benton MacKaye the idea for the Appalachian Trail; and finally Tear of the
Clouds is named after the lake that forms the source of the Hudson high in
the Adirondacks. Where most river depictions in music progress from
mountain to sea, my version flows upstream from my home at the mouth of
the Hudson to Lake Tear of the Clouds just below the peak of the highest
mountain in New York, shedding it’s turbulence and energy until it arrives in
a place impossibly silent and remote, far from the troubles of the world.
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D Soaring; propulsive
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