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NAMELESS EMPIRE

THREE SACRED MOUNTAIN SONGS FOR BARITONE AND STRING OCTET

NATHAN LINCOLN DE CUSATIS

BASS/BARITONE



Instrumentation: Bass/baritone voice, string octet (4 Vins, 2 Va, 2 Vc)
Approx. Duration: 14 min.
Commissioned by: The Jackson Hole Chamber Music Festival
Movements and Texts:
l. Origins
From: The Fire, The Flood and the Creation of the World (Shoshone creation myth)

A long time ago the Earth was made. Nobody knows when, but there is a story.
Our Father was on this Earth. When he was here the Earth was on fire. He had a wife at
his left side. Their son stood at his right side. When the Earth was burning the walked

among the flames.
(Clark, Ella. Indian Legends of the Northern Rockies, University of Oklahoma Press, 1966. Used by
permission of University of Oklahoma Press)

II. Civilization
From: John C. Fremont, The Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains, Oregon and
California (1852)

Having divested ourselves of every unnecessary encumbrance, we commenced
the ascent. | sprang upon the summit, and another step would have precipitated me into
an immense snow field five hundred feet below. [.....] Each man ascended in his turn; for |
would only allow one at a time to mount the unstable and precarious slab, which it
seemed a breath would hurl into the abyss below.

A stillness most profound and a terrible solitude]......]. Here on the summit, we
thought ourselves beyond the region of animated life.

But a solitary bee came winging his flight from the eastern valley. It was a strange
place, the icy rock and the highest peak of the Rocky Mountains, and we pleased
ourselves with the idea that he was the first of his species to cross the mountain barrier,
a solitary pioneer to foretell the advance of civilization.

Il. The Green Fire
From: Aldo Leopold, Thinking Like a Mountain (1949)

A deep chesty bawl echoes from rimrock to rimrock, rolls down the mountain,
and fades in the far blackness of the night. It is an outburst of wild defiant sorrow, and of
contempt for all the adversities of the world. Every living thing pays heed to that call.

....In those days we had never heard of passing up a chance to kill a wolf. In a
second we were pumping lead into the pack, but with more excitement than accuracy.
When our rifles were empty the old wolf was down. We reached the old wolf in time to
watch a fierce green fire dying in her eyes...

Since then....I have watched the face of many a newly wolfless mountain. In the
end the starved bones of the hoped for deer herd, dead of its own too-much, bleach with
the bones of the dead sage. Perhaps this is the hidden meaning in the howl! of the wolf,

long known among mountains, but seldom perceived among men.
(Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac. Oxford University Press, 1949. Used by permission of Oxford

University Press)
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from: The Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains, Oregon and California
by John C. Fremont (1852)
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* Play this figure with a tremolo bow, as fast as possible.
J Snapping out of a dream ( J =1 16) Finger the three indicated notes freely and in random order

60 f and as fast as possible. The result should be a whispering,
(ﬁj\ buzzing sound (like a bee, of course).
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from: Thinking Like a Mountain by Aldo Leopold (1949)
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* msp = molto sul pont. Transition to bowing directly on the bridge. The
movement should end with an evaoporated pitch-less whispering sound.
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