ML

F 0 R

MONO-CELLULAR
FUNGAL
REPTILIAN
AMPHBIAN

AVIAN
NEAR-EXTINCTION
SUBTERRANEAN
MAMMALIAN
HUMANOD

FINAL EXTINCTION

NATHAN LINCOLN s CUSATIS

FULL SCORE



Commission by: BALANCE CAMPAIGN
Duration: 17’

Instrumentation:

Flute /Alto Flute/ Piccolo

Clarinet in B-flat

Violin

Violoncello

Piano

Percussion:
Vibraphone (with 2 bass bows)/ Glockenspiel / 2 Bongos / 2 woodblocks (high
and low) / 2 cowbells (high and low) / pedal kick / sus cymb / triangle /
tambourine / claves

About this piece:

ANIMAL traces the evolutionary development of an imaginary living organism, starting
from a single pulsating de-tuned unison blip (mono-cellular) through a constantly shifting
tableau of increasingly fantastical fungi, amphibious reptiles, birds and mammals. At one
point the species is on the verge of extinction when it has to “start over” at the half-way
point from the detuned blip of a mono-cellular creature. It survives as a subterranean
offshoot and finally morphs into its final humanoid manifestation with the original motive
transformed into the giant stomping footsteps of an intelligent being walking upright. But
just as the music starts to soar into the highest register of the ensemble, the humanoid
suddenly transforms into a grotesque monstrosity in a final furious march that leads to its
own extinction.

Please list the title in the concert program like this:

ANIMAL
mono-cellular — fungal — reptilian — amphibian — avian — near extinction — subterranean —
mammalian — humanoid - final extinction

Performance note:

Accidentals with arrows indicate playing a quarter-step sharp (arrow up) or flat (arrow
down):

)4 | I I | | I
y - — v - ] -
®U E,‘ H,‘ ﬂ e ﬂ,,‘ he ,E e

Percussion key:

bongos cowbells woodblocks ' sus.
edal kick ~ low + high low + high |5\, + high tambourine triangle cymbal claves
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